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POINT 3 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
fights to break down barriers by challenging 
individuals' preconceptions of others and the 
divisions which exist in society. While its work is 
based on Christian principles, all faiths and none 
are recognised and accepted. 

Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 

tackling social problems such as loneliness, isolation 

and deprivation through an approach which focuses 
on self-help and taking responsibility for oneself and 
the local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to emphasise 

four personal challenges which are the inspiration 

for its membership. The Four Points of the Toc H 

Compass are: 

1 Friendship: ‘To Love Widely’ 

to ‘welcome all in friendship’. 

2 Service: ‘To Build Bravely’ 

to ‘give personal service’. 

3 Fairmindedness: ‘To Think Fairly’ 

to ‘listen always to the views of others’. 

4 The Kingdom of God: "To Witness Humbly’ 

to ‘acknowledge the spiritual nature of man’. 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H, and derives 

its title from the third Point of the Toc H Compass. 

It acts as a vehicle for communication between 

staff and members, informing, encouraging and 

stimulating readers on topical and relevant issues. 

Contributions are welcome from any group or 

individual involved in Toc H. 

Editor: Sarah Claridge 

Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911 Fax: 01296 696137 

Forthcoming copy deadlines: 

December '97 issue: - 27th October '97 
February 97 issue: - 5th January 98 
March '98 issue: - 25th January '98 

° A full copy of the current Editorial Policy is available on request 
from the Editor. 

* The opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the Editor or Toc H. 

e While Point 3 is made available to all members and staff free 
of charge, a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
production and mailing is welcomed. 

e Printed on chlorine-free, environmentally friendly paper. 


Cover Photo: Terry Brown looked down on 
the world below (See page 9) 


Toc H is an active Movement of people practising 
reconciliation by being open to all in friendship, 
offering service in the community, confronting 

intolerance and prejudice, and discovering a faith to 

live by. We bring the Toc H experience to as many 

people as possible to develop personal growth and 
build caring communities. 


Registered Charity No. 211042 


THANK YOU: 


Enclosed in the July issue of Point 3 was 
my appeal to readers to make a 
voluntary contribution towards the cost 
of producing and distributing our 
monthly magazine. Your response to my 
request has been very positive and | am 
; delighted that so many of you felt able 
to lend your support. If anyone has yet to send in their 
donation, please do so - every bit counts. 

| was also touched by the number of notes and 
messages accompanying your donations, saying how much 
you appreciate the new-look Point 3. Your compliments, 
both on the design and content, are uplifting and motivating. 
One reader went as far as to say that Point 3 is now the 
best “we've had for twenty years”. While very flattering, 
you will be pleased to hear | will not allow all this to go to 
my head. | am always striving to improve and develop your 
magazine. So do please keep your comments and feedback 
coming in. | bear them all in mind and have already acted on 
a number of suggestions and ideas. Incidentally, one 
question several readers have asked is why the size of the 
type (the ‘point size’) in the magazine is often slightly larger 
than other publications. The answer is not a lack of 
material, but a recognition that our magazine should be as 
accessible as possible to all, not least because our 
Movement's very aim is to welcome people of all talents 
and abilities. Smaller print is often difficult to read and the 
RNIB (Royal National Institute for the Blind) recommends a 
point size of 14 to prevent some readers being excluded. 
While | am unable to go that far in Point 3 (generally the 
point size averages 12.5), | strongly believe in making the 
printed word more available to everyone and, in addition, 
promoting by example this attitude. On my travels | have 
received many comments from Members who say they 
now find Point 3 easier to read, which is a strong 
endorsement of this approach. 


Finally, | would like to thank all those who have taken 
the time and trouble to write pieces for the magazine, 
especially those who have volunteered to become 
Correspondents. Without you we would have no magazine 
at all. Remember Point 3 is your magazine. Do please keep 
contributing either with Suggestions, articles or funds all of 


which enable it to flourish. 


Sarah Claridge 
Communications Officer/Editor 


es Toc H - Working With You in Your Community 


TOCH Colin Ridgway 


20 Lichfield Road 
Shelfield 

Walsall 

WS4 IPY 


01922 864462 
Dear Friends, 


Toc H Weck - 26 September to 03 October 1998 


Toc H Week will be a new opportunity for all of us to tell our local communities 
about the work of Toc H and to show others how they can become involved. The first 
Toc H Week will be held between Saturday 26 September and Saturday 03 October 
1998. During this time it is hoped that every member, and unit, will help to organise an 
activity to show local people something of the work, opportunity and purpose of Toc H. 


Í am a member of a Toc H Week Support Group, along with Pat Turner - Kempston, 
Jean Whiteman - Haywards Heath, Brian Collins - Alresford and Arthur Heffernan - 
Newbury, and we are backed by the full resources of Toc H Central Services. We firmly 
believe that this will be a wonderful opportunity for all members to show the great variety 
offered by Toc H through its work in local communities, hence the theme of the week: 


Working With You In Your Community. 


We believe that everything planned for Toc H Week 1998 should, wherever 
possible:- 


have a local community focus and be self supporting 

emphasise the complete range of Toc H events, including Chaplaincy events 
attempt to demonstrate the importance of, and opportunity for, personal service 
highlight the support given to "shared community work 

make full use of local and national media cover 

give the public an opportunity to make a donation to the continuing work of Toc H 
have a focused follow-up process arranged to involve those showing further interest 
and no contribution in terms of activity, or money, is to be considered too small. 


We assume, unless you write to tell us differently, that you will wish to take an active 
part in demonstrating our work and purpose during Toc H Week 1998. An organisers pack 
will be available in early 1998, poster blanks and other materials will follow later in the year 
but if you have any ideas and/or concerns drop me a line Start your discussions now, begin 
making plans, book your space, and together let's show people everywhere that in 1998 
Toc H is alive, well and very, very active. 


Yours in Toc H, 


ln 


Colin Ridgway 


POINT 2 of the Toc H Compass 


Service: ‘to build bravely’ 


TENDING A PADDYFIELD IN CHINA! 


he weather on the Sunday of the recent 

August Bank Holiday was typical for a 

Bank Holiday - torrential rain. Barton and 
District Toc H Action Group (BADTAG) had 
booked to do a conservation Project at Far Ings 
Nature Reserve all weekend, but as no 
residential volunteers had materialised we 
decided to limit it to the Sunday only. We met at 
the visitor centre at 10am with wellies, kagools, 
oilskins, hats and gardening gloves. 

The warden and summer warden took the 
six volunteers to Messingham Marsh near 
Scunthorpe. The marsh is a 
series of flooded lagoons 
and reedbeds, with some 
woodlands and heath, and 
was left after sand 
excavations in the quarry 
15-20 years ago. The 
quarry is home to |60 
kinds of birds (63 kinds 
breed there), including the 
Great Crested Grebe, 
Mute Swan, Reed Bunting, 
Black Headed Gull, Coal 
Tit, Teal, Widgeon, Mallard, Pochard, Goldcrest 
and Bewick's Swan. You can also see | 8 species 
of butterflies, 200 types of moth and many kinds 
of dragonflies. The warden pointed out many 
very rare plants, some of which only grow in four 
places in Lincolnshire. 

Our job was to rake up the seasonal 
vegetation mown down by the warden. We 
paddled about in our wellies, first raking all the 
rows into piles and then using forks to move the 
little piles into big heaps. Someone commented 
we looked like we were tending a paddyfield in 
China. The summer warden showed some of the 
volunteers how to use the big petro! strimmer, 
used to cut back scrub and brushwood, for 
which, for safety, you need to wear a harness, 
gloves and a helmet with ear defenders (head 
phones!) and a mesh visor. | thought it was a bit 


strange that we'd just mowed down all these 
very rare plants, but apparently you need to 
mow down all the reeds and scrub to prevent 
the bigger plants taking all the light and nutrients, 
Raking up and removing the vegetation prevents 
it rotting and fertilising the soil, thereby allowing 
the smaller, more delicate plants, like the Marsh 
Orchids, to grow again next year. Earlier in the 
summer the marsh would have been a sea of 
purple flowers, but now the orchids had gone to 
seed making it OK to mow them down. It is 
possible to graze the land to keep the seasonal 
vegetation down but in this 
particular case the marsh 
was a bit too wet and the 
fencing would be very 
expensive. 

At |pm we stopped for 
lunch. Retrieving our 
packed lunches from the 
trees where we'd hung 
them to keep dry, we 
retired to one of the bird- 
watching hides to shelter 
from the rain. The summer 
warden was horrified when we were ready to 
start work after just half an hour and insisted that 
we take at least another 15 minutes. We didn't 
need too much persuading. 

By 3pm even the warden was soaked 
through and had had enough, so we collected up 
our tools and started the long trek back to the 
car to come home. On the way we called in at a 
local dairy for a well deserved ice cream (they 
have over 20 flavours and serve very big 
portions), before returning to the Far Ings Visitor 
Centre for a mug of tea and to make plans for 
our next conservation Project. 

If you'd like to join us we're planning another 
full weekend. Yes! Despite the weather and lots 
of very hard work, we're going back! 


Kate Moss 
BADTAG 


DIANA - THE ROLE MODEL? 


can't claim to have been a close royal 

observer although the privilege of 

representing Toc H, along with my wife 
Suzanne, at one of the Royal Garden Parties 
this summer has placed the monarchy in a 
different light for me. 


Therefore, the untimely death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, came as a shock to me as it 
did to many of us. The unprecedented level of 
public mourning demonstrated this emotion 
and even now the impact and consequences 
are still manifesting themselves. 


Diana was, without question, a very special 
person whose personal qualities seemingly 
endeared her universally. She was an inspiration 
to many and her humanitarian work an example 
to us all. People are quite rightly talking of an 
appropriate lasting memorial. The Diana, Princess 
of Wales, Memorial Fund is one tangible way to 
commemorate Diana and continue financial 
support for her favoured causes. It is bound to do 
well and would probably have had Diana’s 
blessing. Perhaps more contentious is some form 
of monument to honour the Princess of Wales. 
Suggestions have included renaming London 
Heathrow airport or Kensington Gardens as a 
memorial and there are almost endless other 
possibilities. The Government, who are facilitating 
the process, are open to ideas. 


To my mind, however, the best memorial 
would be for us all to use Diana as a role 
model. To quote the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
“let her legacy be compassion. Let's be a 
better, more compassionate Britain.” Asked the 
question, “What is your mission?” by American 
Communications Strategist, Richard Greene, 
Diana replied it was to be the Queen of Hearts; 
to encourage the British people to open their 
hearts. The Rev. Robert Sloan, the Queen's 
Chaplain, in thanking God for the life of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, noted, “the qualities of 
character and personality which made her so 
special, the width and openness of her 
compassion and her ability to identify with the 
suffering of men and women and children.” 
Also, “her willingness to respond to those who 
were the victims of prejudice and poverty, 
disease and war.” 


Now, | know most of us lack some of 
Diana’s qualities, but what a fine memorial it 
would be if we all challenged ourselves to 
become more compassionate. Toc H is, | 
believe, an excellent vehicle for this. Our four 
principles of Friendship, Service, Fair- 
mindedness and The Kingdom of God make 
our Movement well placed to encourage caring 
and compassion. 


| hope it doesn't seem irreverent to suggest 
that this presents a splendid opportunity to 
promote Toc H to the wider public as a 
suitable agency through which they too can 
commemorate the Princess of Wales, by 
committing themselves to a more 
compassionate and caring lifestyle. However, in 
doing this, we must act swiftly, before Diana is 
forgotten as a role model. 


John Dunwell 
Development Officer, Division | 


What are readers’ reactions to John’s 
suggestions? Do you like his proposals? 

How could Toc H harness the emotions and 
sentiments witnessed over the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, to generate 
greater awareness of the work of Toc H and 
how it directly relates to the values and 
beliefs she represented? Why not share your 
thoughts and ideas through Point 3 so that 
the idea can be explored. 


John & Suzanne outside the gates of Buckingham 
Palace in July. 


POINT 4 of the Toc H Compass 
The Kingdom of God: ‘to witness humbly’ 


A QUIET DAY OR TWO AT ALISON HOUSE 


The Quiet Day participants. 


House and am a firm advocate of the notion of 
Quiet Days as a time for focus and reflection. 
The invitation to attend Nick Fawcett's “programme” 
at the House on 9th & 10th September, was then 
quite irresistible. His articles in the February and July 
issues of Point 3 on “Discovering Prayer” were an 


added stimulus. 


i always enjoy myself in the tranquillity of Alison 


My past experiences spread across 2| years of 
Quiet Days in the South West Region have shown me 
the wide variety of methods of prayer. The method 
chosen for these Quiet Days - that of using a video as 
the prime tool - was in itself novel and challenging. 
The opportunity was provided to have one's eyes, 
ears and thoughts guided through the Seven Circles 
of Prayer. 

Meeting new Members and renewing friendships 
with others is always an enriching experience in itself 
but can sometimes be a little daunting if you anticipate 
that special demands may be made of you, particularly 
in the sharing of prayer, which can be such a personal 
responsibility. Eleven folk had travelled to Alison 
House from Bakewell, Sheffield, Horsham, 
Christchurch, Saltford, Bath and the Royal Hospital at 
Chelsea to be joined by three members of the Toc H 
Chaplaincy Team - Nick, Tom Elliott and Terry Brown. 
However, any thoughts of possible embarrassment or 
soul, searching were quickly dispelled during the 
challenging group game in which we had to construct 
a prayer - given the basic tool - the words! 

The component parts of our 24 hours together 
included listening to prepared short talks and 
meditations; sharing in prayer; quiet reflection; 
viewing the video and discussing it; another prayer 
quiz but this time as part of a treasure-hunt in the 
house and grounds (!) and guided periods of absolute 
silence when we could absorb the atmosphere, 


reflect on personal issues and pray. 

The video offered a number of visual images with 
overlying commentary to the seven point theme of the 
Circles of Prayer: the disgruntled young man, caring 
hospital nurse, the pressured business executive, the 
harassed housewife. They raised the issues of 
frustration, pressure, communication and listening 
difficulties - all in their way susceptible to prayer. 

Thus, during this new style Quiet Day we were 
able to follow the seven Circles of Prayer - we had 
Space (we were right away from the hustle and 
bustle of everyday life and had the opportunity to get 
life into perspective); we had our Silence (we had 
the opportunity to experience peace); we were able 
to See: we could pray for those who were Suffering: 
we could reach out in our thoughts and Touch; we 
had just the right opportunities for Listening and, 
within the very simple service of Holy Communion 
which brought our “Day” to an end, we had the 
opportunity to glimpse for ourselves something of 
God's love by coming Face to Face with Him. 


As always, our creature comforts, (which matter 
greatly to ancient men and women in Toc H!) were 
so wonderfully taken care of by Bill and Dorothy 
Pepper, the Wardens at Alison House, and this visit 
was made so much more magical by the wonderful 
autumnal warmth, the bright blue skies and cloud 
formations which enhanced the outdoor activities and 
the very clear night sky which provided such a 
splendid visual aid if we needed reminding of the 
wonders of nature. The gardens surrounding the 
house were looking particularly beautiful and well- 
tended - the orange butterflies in considerable 
quantity were enjoying the sedum plants and the 
general atmosphere of relaxation was a tonic in itself. 

It was with a certain reluctance that we bade our 
farewells but this í 
group of 11 will 
definitely wish to avail 
themselves of other ; gi 
opportunities for Quiet i 
Days and we hope that | 
we may be able to 


persuade others to risk 
the experience too. { 
Mary Edwards | á 
(on behalf of the group) 
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Our oldest jobmaster? 


LE: 


his was a Project 
with a difference - in 
more ways than one! 


Planned in partnership with 
Leeds Social Services, this 
non-residential Project ran 
over three weeks during the 
summer holidays to provide 
an interesting 
yet relevant 
programme of 
activities for 


IT WAS GREAT FUN. + ENJoyep 


THANK YoU FoR ALL THE OUTINGS, 


POINT 2 of the Toc H Compass 


Service: ‘to build bravely’ 


:. RANSPORT THEME SCHEME 


We received numerous 
compliments on the day plus 
several letters and cards of 
gratitude afterwards, all confirming 
that the event had been thoroughly 
enjoyed and creating a great sense 
of satisfaction for all concerned. 


Were there any negative aspects? 
Certainly running a non-residential 
ni Project without a strong local 
volunteer base made recruiting adequate 
volunteer cover quite difficult. The other 


young students EVERYTHING T h A hidh anall 
; : > -THANk YOU ÆÐI aspect was the tensions which occasionally 
with learning Looki Ng AFTER ITH FR bien 
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by almost FROMALISON W 
every criteria, 
the event was 


hugely successful! 


The programme was varied but all 
activities related to the central theme of 
‘Transport’. So we had outings; travelled 
by various types of public and private 
transport to attractions such as Leeds & 
Bradford Airport, Bradford 
“Transperience’ and York Railway 
museums; saw the police helicopter and horses; had 
a boat ride and even visited a motor dealer. We also 
had some centre-based activities such as art and 
crafts. Throughout the event each participant kept a 
scrap book containing leaflets and tickets, drawings 
and photographs taken with disposable cameras, all 
contributing to a complete and permanent record of 
their experience. 


We had fourteen young people and a small army 
of volunteers helping out, many of whom were new 
to Toc H. The volunteers’ verdict? 100% success! 
Enid and Pam commented, “We got so much out of 
it....there was a real sense of family, joy, compassion, 
fun and laughter.” Many of the volunteers came 
away having learnt new things about young people 
with learning disabilities, and themselves. 


Meanwhile, the young people really enjoyed 
themselves, were keen to come along daily and were 
sad at its ending. We went out on a high, with a 
parents’ Open Afternoon, during which we displayed 
the scrap books and art work and performed 
movement to music, again with a transport theme. 


missed out on the extra time together which 
residential events offer. However, these two 
points shouldn't 
detract from the 
enjoyment and 
benefit that so 
many of the 
participants 
experienced. 


Would we do it 
again? You bet! 
Watch this space 


for the ‘Leeds Animal Theme Scheme’ in 1998! 


John Dunwell 


Development Officer, Division | 


The following letter was received from 
an appreciative mother: 


“| think you already know he (my son, 
Jonathan) enjoyed the three weeks more than 
he has enjoyed anything for quite some time 
and looked forward to going every day. This has 
helped so much to pass the summer holidays 
which Jonathan tends to find very long and 
boring as he has no friends locally and finds it 
difficult to amuse himself. 


The scheme was beautifully organised from 


start to finish and | would just like you to know 


how much we appreciate all the hard work 
which you and everyone concerned put in to 
make it such a success.” 


KEEPING THE 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 


We would like to share with you some extracts from a 
recent memorandum we received from Mike Lyddiard: 

“| have now available the figures for the end of 
March...My main concern in writing to you...is to share 
with you the fact that our general fundraising in terms of 
donations and events has fallen short of target (which | 
agree was optimistic), by some £63K. 

It is encouraging - | certainly find it so - that giving 
by Members through subscriptions, Builders’ 
contributions and family purse were jointly in excess of 
budget. This confirms what we all know, that those 
closely associated with the Movement are most likely to 
respond in the hour of need. 

....What really matters is that we all pull out the 
stops this year.” 

Happily we can say that on the fundraising front the 
past year has been one of considerable progress. Many 
Members and Branches are now getting involved and 
Toc H is becoming more fundraising orientated and for 
that we are very grateful. 

It is in Support of innovative development activity 
reported elsewhere in this and recent editions of 
Point 3, that donations to the divisional appeals are 
put. Special fundraising events are important for the 
regeneration of Toc H - to keep the Toc H dream dlive - 
to give the next generation the opportunities we have all 
enjoyed and still enjoy through Toc H. Many Branches 
are taking the lead. If only every Branch would follow. 
One event organised by each Branch would make such 
a difference. We still need each and every Member and 
Branch’s help in securing new and repeatable external 
funds for the Movement. 

A NEW TYPE OF GROUP FOR TOC II! 

The undoubted success of the new Group in 
Beverley, HandER, as reported in July’s Point 3 is of 
great encouragement to us. This success can only be 


put down to the determined and patient hard work of 
Toc H Members, Alison and Richard Newby. It can be 


TOC H DREAM ALIVE 


very discouraging to hold public þa A 2 only to have 
a couple of folk turn up - and yet they still persevere. 

The idea of LFGs (Local Fundraising Groups) is 
progressing and in true Toc H fashion, in a direction 
totally different from that envisaged. Many local 
Members are already organising fundraising events on 
our behalf. There are other Members throughout Toc H 
who have had the vision to try this new group idea. 
Philip Coomes in Leicestershire, Sylvia Pratt in 
Sheffield, Bill Baines in Leeds - all are to be 
congratulated on trying out the idea - to build bravely, to 
disown discouragement. 

Perhaps you have a fundraising idea. All that is 
needed is a few like-minded local Members to get 
together and make a real difference to the future of Toc H. 
Is the thought of bungee-jumping or sitting in a bath of 
beans not your style? Then get together to organise a 
jumblie, a coffee morning or sponsored walk instead to 
help keep the Toc H dream alive. We await your call. 

Stuart Wroe and Tom Berry 
Divisional Fundraising Officers 


NIA CONCERT 
LEEDS UNIVERSITY 
FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 1997 
FREE TO TOC H MEMBERS 

AND VOLUNTEERS 
It is important to say thank you. Recognising 
the incredible difference Toc H Members and 
volunteers make to our society by giving their 
time, energy and commitment freely to benefit 
others, the Division 1 staff team invite you to 
this FREE concert featuring the contemporary 
Christian singer and musician, Nia. 
Please contact Stuart Wroe for tickets. 
T: 01756 795086. 


HOW WILL THE MONEY BE SPENT? 


In the Divisions we need help to cover the cost of: 


e Starting new Families and People-under- 
Pressure Groups. 

e Starting new Project Groups 

e Expanding our membership and starting new 
Branches. 

e Running a variety of training courses for 
Members and volunteers 

e Supporting the work of our Development Team 


Nationally we need help to cover the costs of: 


e Nine Development Officers and three Divisional 
Chaplains 

e Co-ordinating over 100 Toc H Projects a year. 

e Offering small Grants to Members to start 


innovative schemes like Cannock Chase and 
Brixworth 


TEF .’S JUMP... FOR JOY? 


s one of the many people who have an 
A fear of heights, | have always 

insisted that anyone who leaps out of an 
aeroplane while the engine is still running is a 
complete fool. So what on earth was | doing on 
this beautiful September morning, looking out 
over the airfield, watching the glorious sunrise 
burning off the early mist, waiting for my training 
to start, prior to actually doing my first static-line 
solo parachute jump? 


Well, it had seemed like a good idea when | 
volunteered (yes, | volunteered). When | had 
originally announced to the committee of the 
Boscombe Family Drop-in Centre that | would do 
a ‘drop in for the drop-in’, | felt a bit of a hero. 
But on this particular morning | felt anything but a 
hero. | felt scared. Yes, | had been assured by 
others who had done it that it was a great 
experience and that it was perfectly safe, but | 
was still scared. 


It was in May that | had 
telephoned David Cooper 
of the Blandford Parachute 
Club, who organises first- 
time courses through his 
‘Phoenix Skydiving 
Adventures’ to set the 
whole thing up. And just to 
make sure that | didn't 
‘bottle it’, | asked Tom 
Berry (Fund-raising Officer 
for Division 3) to organise the sponsorship. This 
made it very difficult for me to back out as | was 
more frightened of admitting failure than | was of 
the jump itself. 


After three false start dates, | finally turned 
up for the event on 27th September. There were 
eight others on the weekend course | attended at 
Netheravon in Wiltshire, although this was only a 
very small percentage of the total number who 
were there to jump, many of whom were 
experienced skydivers. The training commenced 
at 9am on Saturday morning and ended at 6pm. 
During the day we went through a series of 
lessons, practical and theoretical, covering 
everything from parachute design and how it 
works to who makes the plane we were going to 
be thrown from. The drill for leaving the plane, 
how to steer, landing and what to do if the chute 
failed, was drummed into us until we could do it 
forwards, backwards and every other way. We 
dressed up and practised jumping from an aircraft 
mock-up, doing the one-thousand, two-thousand, 


Number 97, Terry Brown, with feet on solid ground 


“2 
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three-thousand, four-thousand count, before 
checking that the canopy was open, and landing 
(hopefully) on the dropping zone. There was a 
great deal of laughing and joking all day long, 
although we did take everything we were told 
very seriously. | think that the jocularity was a 
safety valve as we all admitted to feeling very 
jelly-kneed. 


On Sunday morning we all turned up, had a 
final run through the drill and then went to 
collect all our kit. We then had a cup of coffee 
while we waited to be called forward for our 
flight. The laughter was getting a little more 
strained. We were all doing impersonations of 
swans at this stage. On the surface we were all 
calm and serene but underneath we were 
paddling like the clappers. 


We put on our bright orange jump suits, 
strapped on our radios, fitted altimeters to the 
back of our hands and belted 
up our parachute packs. We 
took our places 
at the dispersal point and 
waited. Our names were 
called and the flightmaster 
led us in a line out to the 
waiting B.N. Islander aircraft. 
We climbed in, all looking as 
tense as |’m sure we felt. 
The plane bumped along the 
uneven grass runway and 
began a steep climb. We sat very quietly, each 
lost in our own thoughts and with our own fears. 


“OK,” shouted the flightmaster, our 
instructor John - ‘he who must be obeyed’ - 
Saunders. He slid open the door and checked we 
were in position. He told the pilot to throttle 
back and called jumpers | and 2 into position. 
The first jumper took his place in the door and, 
as John said, “Go,” fell from sight. Number 2, a 
very nervous young girl followed without any 
hesitation and the door closed while we went 
round for the second run. 


| was number 3, the next to go. The door slid 
open and everything inside me yelled No but, 
trying to put on a brave face, | took my place in 
the opening; left hand on the left of the door 
opening, right hand on the bottom of the 
opening, left foot in the bottom left of the door, 
and right knee under my right shoulder. Side on, 
both hands and feet touching the opening, 
separated only by balance from 3,500ft of fresh 
air. A pause. “Go,” shouted John. Go | did... 


continued ... 


| did not count the statutory four 
seconds off as | left the plane. | yelled at 
the top of my voice a four-letter word | 
can't repeat, but | know each letter 
lasted a second because when | stopped 
shouting and looked up the ‘chute’ was 
fully deployed and an unbelievable caim 
and quiet settled over and around me. | 
reached up and pulled the 
steering/braking toggles, checking that all was in 
order. | looked around to locate the airfield and 
having done that, | began to enjoy myself. | took a 
few photos from my hidden camera as the 
altimeter showed 3,000 feet and then just began 
to mess around. Turn left, turn right. Now this 
was fun, even if the exit had been a most hair 
raising experience, even for a folically challenged 
man like me. 


| headed down wind past | ,000 feet, 
planning my upwind approach to the target zone. 
The instructor s voice cracked over my radio, 
offering advice on the line to take. | drifted in to 
the middle of the target, the ground rising up to 
meet me. | pulled on both toggles, braking the 
speed down and touching down on both feet 


SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


NORTH EAST REGION 
FUN DAY 


he emphasis 

was Most 

definitely on 
having fun at the 
North East Region 
Fun Day in 
September. Held in 
Bridlington, the 
programme of 


events containing 
something to suit all 
tastes. It started with 


Helen, kicking off the afternoon activities with 
Harry Briar and Sylvia Pratt. 
a service of rededication and was followed by a buffet lunch 
and the opportunity for Helen James, Chair of Toc H, to 
judge the ‘Smarties’ competition. An inspirational speech 
from Helen then kicked off the afternoon’s activities which 
included stalls, games and fun for all the family. In her 


+) a gentle bump. The adrenalin was 
king its way up from my heart to my 
mouth, a feeling which | would hold for 
quite a while. 
From now on, having successfully 
completed the course, | could sign out kit, 
put my name on the flight manifest list, and 
for just £20 do this all again any time | 
wanted. | would honestly say to anyone 
who really wants a challenge and really wants to 
feel alive, if only for a few minutes, go for it. Keep 
an eye out for next year’s Toc H ‘jump for joy’ 
and see if I’m not right. It was the most exciting, 
heart-stopping, incredible feeling | have ever 
known and there is no doubt whatsoever in my 
mind that | will never, ever do it again. 


Thanks to all who helped, supported and 
sponsored me in this experience. | do appreciate 
it, as I’m sure the young children will when we 
take them on the Toc H Lindridge House holiday 
that the money raised will go towards. 


Terry Brown 
Chaplain/Development Officer, Division 3 


speech, Helen called for Members to recognise two needs. 
Firstly, the need to realise that Toc H is all about individual 
Members and their efforts and that Toc H will stand or fall 
by these efforts. Secondly, the need for fun and for fresh 
new activities which will inspire others to seek out Toc H. 


Watching Members enjoying the afternoon's activities, they 
certainly appeared to have listened to the second half of 
the message! 


Entries in the ‘Smarties’ competition where participants were asked to fill an 
empty tube of Smarties with 20p pieces and decorate the outside. All the 
contents were then donated to Toc H 


THE: VE DONE IT AGAIN! 


ast year a Project, “Caring with Carers”, 
| = run for the first time by the West 

Somerset Project Support Group (SPSG) in 
association with the Carers National Association 
(CNA). Jane and Phillip Douch, in their report in 
February’s Point 3, described the links that had 
been established between Toc H and the CNA 
through the initiative, and how they hoped to 
build on this partnership. Well, true to their word, 
the SPSG have come up trumps again. Based on 
last year’s experience, a similar exercise was run 
in August with the aim of offering a short break to 
a small group of people who have full-time caring 
commitments to others. In addition, the Project 
sought to enable volunteers and carers to witness 
the spirit and ethos of Toc H through the shared 
experience of a Toc H Project. Summarising the 
Event and its success in their report, Adrian and 
Anita Jennings, the Project leaders wrote: 


“At the end of the Project we held a short 
quiet period during which everyone was invited 
to share their reflections on the week. The smiles 
and tears, the laughter and comments were 
evidence of the Project's success. For the 


FUNDRAISING SUCCESS 


he Bletchley Joint Branch has recently 
| completed a successful fundraising project, 
with over £500 being allocated to local 
charities. Recipients include Hearing Dogs for the 
Deaf, St John's Ambulance, M.I.N.D and Bletchley Old 
People’s Drop-In Centre. Donations were also made 
to the Toc H Region and Central Services. 


Derek Denchfield 


Hon. Treasurer 


SANDOWN/SHANKLIN 
BRANCH REUNION 


arlier on in the year, the Sandown/Shanklin Branch 
= closed due to ill health. Parkhurst Ladies Branch 

thought it would be a wonderful idea if we could 
bring these members together again for a Tea Afternoon. 
We hired two mini buses to collect past 
Sandown/Shanklin members from various addresses and 
transport them to our meeting room. On their arrival, 
they were given a very warm welcome. A Quiz was held 
before everyone helped themselves to the tempting array 
of goodies, which included fresh-cream scones. Everyone 
was given a small gift before saying their farewells. 


Jackie Ramage 
Parkhust Ladies Branch 


SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


volunteers, each one of the carers was an 
inspiration and several of the carers said that their 
“batteries had been recharged” and they were 
ready to head back home refreshed. For many of 
them it was their first holiday in years and they 
were extremely appreciative of everything that 
had been arranged. 

We feel that a true Toc H experience was 
provided for everyone. Several of the volunteers 
expressed an interest in going on to do more 
Toc H Projects and one of the carers expressed a 
willingness to help the support group in some 
way to ensure that similar Projects could be run 
in the future.” 


Evidence of batteries being recharged! 


WEYMOUTH BRANCH RUNS 
A CHARITY STALL OR TWO 


e at Weymouth Branch had a stall on 9th 
WV ‘temer on the sea front. Local 

Regulations prohibit the sale of food or 
clothing (due to the close proximity of the town 
centre) but our stall, comprising mostly bric-a-brac, 
was quite successful. We also assisted Weymouth 
Round Table on Carnival Day in August by running a 
stall on a rota basis. The event, which we have 
assisted for many years, supports many local charities. 


In all our endeavours we try to promote Toc H, by 
distributing leaflets etc. and are always very much 
encouraged when members of the general public tell us 
they are either Members of Toc H, know of Toc H or 
ask for more details. 


IPSWICH FUNDRAISING 


pswich Ladies Branch recently had a stall in a local 
| shopping precinct which raised about £40 for 

Toc H funds. Prior to that they joined with the local 
Knights of St. Columba in holding a Coffee Morning, 
which resulted in a sum of £105 being donated to the 
local Sue Ryder Home. 


Marjorie Taylor 
Haywain District 


LETTERS 


feedback from readers, members and tie 


e | am very pleased to see the excellent number : 
Members listed in the September issue and find 
interesting that you now include details of the intere 
and capabilities of our newcomers. However, for the 
benefit of those of us in small Branches who are ever 
seeking ways in which to attract newcomers or 
publicise Toc H in our small communities, it would also 
be very interesting to know from the Branches listed in 
the September issue, particularly those who list three 
and, in Buckingham, four newcomers at one time, just 
how they have been successful in this regard. Did they 
come to the Branch from a piece of work in which 
they shared? Did they come from attending an event to 
which they were invited? Many and varied are the ways 
which have been tried over the years but | am sure it 
would be helpful if these currently successful initiatives 
could be shared with the readers of Point 3. 


Mary Edwards 
Bath 


We would be delighted to hear from the Branches Mary 
refers to (Buckingham, Halton, Rushden and Skipton) or 
from any other Branch, Group or Unit who could share 
some tips and techniques on recruiting new Members. 


| SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


TOC H BROWNIE PACK 
SHARE THEIR PRIZE 


Newport Branch members with the Brownie biscuit-bakers 


T= second Newport (East) Toc H Brownie Pack 
recently chose to share part of a well-earned first 
prize by donating £50 to the local Toc H Branch. The 
Brownie Pack had been presented their award, in a national 
competititon to design and bake a biscuit, by T.V personality 
Emma Forbes. The donation to the Newport Branch will be 


used to redecorate the kitchen in their meeting rooms - a 
fitting tribute to the biscuit-bakers! 


_ ia a 


din Toc H 


st elderly members of Lindley, Cheltenham and 
» Sranches deserve our thanks for their many 
of devoted service to Toc H. Their high average 
is however not a measure of their success but of 
iaiiure, their failure to attract younger members. 
In a few years, unless new blood is injected, those 
Branches will close. | would like to see in your 
correspondence column friendly rivalry to see which 
Branch can claim the youngest average age. 


R. H. Jasper 


Crewkerne Branch 


Will any Branch take up the challenge from Mr Jasper? 


Correction: in the September issue a letter was 
printed from Roger Adams-Yield. The author 's correct 
name is Roger Adames Gadd. Apologies for any 
confusion caused. 


REDECORATING 
IN UCKFIELD 


ckfield Joint Branch recently 
| undertook the redecoration 

of the Church Room and 
Sanctuary area of St. Saviour's flats 
in Uckfield. Jobmaster, Les Martin, 


who organised the work over many 
evenings (and did most of it!) is 


pictured here at work. 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 


t was all go on Friday morning as the Denny Branch prepared 
to go on holiday with their Handicapped Club, destination 
North Wales and the holiday resort of Llandudno. Being part 


of a tour bus, we had a couple of stops to pick up some 
passengers who were booked into the same hotel as us. These 
passengers turned out to be very friendly and we all mixed at 
the Disco on Saturday night. While there | managed to get in 
touch with the Chairman of the local Branch, Alan Owen, and 
enjoyed a talk with him about the days gone by. The staff and 
management of the hotel were very good indeed. Everyone had 
a really good time and | would like to give special thanks to 
‘Winnie’ Blair, who looked after the medication side of things. 
Well done too to the Branch Members for all the hard work in 
getting us there and back in such a happy mood. 


Jim Beveridge 
Denny Branch 


CHANGES TO TOC H MEMBERSHIP 


fresh faces and fond farewells 


oe epg il Page has been extended to pay tribute to Gilbert Francis, a former 
oc eneral Secretary. He is remembered here from three different perspectives. 


Gilbert Francis was a Member of Toc H 
throughout his adult life - he joined the 
Thirlbee Group in Lincolnshire in 1942 when 
he was 16 - and for 37 years he worked on 
the Toc H staff. He joined the staff in 1950 
and in 1955 became Area Secretary in the 
South West Area. He was much loved by 
Members there and even after he moved on 
to Wendover - and despite being a 
Lincolnshire man and proud of it - he 
continued to be seen as ‘one of us’ 
throughout the South West. 


In 1969 he was appointed General 
Secretary and it was then that | came to 
know him well. From 1974 we worked 
together in close harness. | appreciated his 
wisdom, his humour and his tireless energy. 
He criss-crossed the country, driving at great 
speed in a succession of large cars; he was, 
after all, a large man. About every six 
months he seemed to tire of his current car 
and decided it was time to experience 
something even larger and faster. 


During his time at Wendover he took 
particular interest in Toc H work in Germany 
and it seemed like a natural progression 
when he decided that, after | | years, it was 
time to step down as General Secretary and 
become instead the Toc H Commissioner in 
Germany. But he kept up the pace of life - 
even larger roads and even longer journeys - 
until, in 1987, ill-health forced his early 
retirement. 

The other great love in his life, in 
addition to Toc H and cars, was the 
Methodist Church. He was much in demand 
as a Lay Preacher for many years. His wife, 
Rita, and his children shared his involvement 
both with Toc H and with Methodism. We 
send our sympathy to them. 

Ken Prideaux-Brune 


All members have been deeply saddened by the 
recent death of Gilbert Francis. He joined 
Caister-on-Sea Branch, together with his wife 
Rita, when they moved to this area after retiring 
from Toc H Headquarters. We quickly realised 
what an asset to Branch life Gilbert was with his 
unfailing wit, humour and knowledge. Some years 
ago he was appointed Treasurer and his quiet 
words of wisdom and caution kept us from over- 
indulgence. He was also appointed Pilot and we 
have all benefited from his thought-provoking 
words of wisdom. Gilbert did sterling work on 
our weekly summer stalls and his great 
contribution to Caister Branch will be greatly 
missed. Our thoughts are with Rita and his family. 


Members of Caister-on-Sea Branch 


OC SEPSIS 9 


l first met Gilbert at Dor Knap many years ago. There 
was a very small corridor and Gilbert was sitting on a 
table in the corridor. In good Toc H fashion | said, “Move 
out of the way, fatty!” Those of you who knew Gilbert 
can imagine the reply | got. We then struck up a very long 
and strong friendship. We kept in touch because one of 
our friends moved down to the Exeter area, and Gilbert 
would often give me a lift when we visited. 

Later on | moved out to Eye in Suffolk, and was invited 
to join the Eastern Region, where Gilbert was often in 
attendance, always lending his friendly advice and 
experience. At about this time, our District (West Essex) 
started putting on Projects for children, and, being new to 
the area, | looked around for some support. | telephoned 
Gilbert. Letters flowed backwards and forwards and, as if 
by magic, he enthused local Branches to pay for a day at 
Pleasurewood Hills for the children and volunteers. 

It was always a pleasure to speak to Gilbert on the 
telephone, and it was almost like the old days when he 
was standing next to you, listening to his deep-brown 
voice. Often when | wanted some guidance, back would 
come a letter, hand written, always consisting of four or 
five pages. Nothing was too much trouble for him. | am 
not the only one who will miss him tremendously. 

It is a reflection of the high regard in which people 
held Gilbert, that the Church was packed out at his 
funeral. He will be sadly missed. 


Laurie Tuckey 
Se ee 加 


Rita Francis would like to thank all those 
Members who have sent tributes, letters and 
cards following Gilbert’s death. She has been 
very touched by them all. 


——— 


CHANGES TO TOC H MEM 


fresh faces and fond farewells 


very Member makes an invaluabie, i: 
acknowledges both those who are new 


welcoming new Members. we hope to give y: 


i to Toc H. In a regular feature, Point 3 
ıd those who sadly have passed on. In 
ur of the person behind the name by listing 


the ‘hidden talents’ individuals have told us about on their application forms. The Tributes and Farewells 
provide a limited opportunity to recognise the individual contributions made by those whose 


membership has sadly come to a close. 


WELCOMES 


e John Gibson, member of Buckingham Branch. 
e Olive Gibson, member of Buckingham Branch. 
« June Barber, member of DOGTAG. 


e Julie Booth, member of DOGTAG. Julie enjoys walking 
and looking after children. 


« Jon Deamer, member of DOGTAG. 

« James Drury, member of DOGTAG. 

« Veronica Giles, member of DOGTAG. 

a Phyllis Smith, member of Downend Branch. 
s Paul Daniels, member of Gorleston Branch. 


« Peggy Marsh, member of Gorleston Branch. Peggy lived 
in Zimbabwe for 33 years. 


s David Gallagher, member of North East Projects Group. 
David enjoys the performing arts, including singing and drama. 


s Helen Stone, member of North Bucks/Oxford Branch. 


Helen is a former member of Central Services staff. 


« Edwina Woods, member of Parkhurst Branch. Edwina 


enjoys flower arranging and needlework. 


« Sean McCarthy, member of Somerset District. Sean help 
set up and run a drug awareness group and has worked 


with people with learning difficulties. 
e Josephine Kelly, member of Southport Branch. 


e Mark Stubbs, member of Southern Region. Mark is one 


of the two brave Atlantic Challenge rowers. 


« Harry Chilton, member of South East Projects Group. 


Harry is interested in canals. 


¢ Johannes Vandermarliere, member of Tubby's 


Poperinge Group. Johannes enjoys drawing. 
。 Ivor Aspley, member of Walsall Branch. 


e Ruth Pennington, member of West Midlands/South Wales 
Project Group. 
« Jennifer Thewlis, member of Wolds District. Jennifer 


recently retired from teaching nursing. 


TRIBUTES 


e ALFRED HAGGAR Alfred was a member of the High 
Brooms Branch for over twenty years. He was a much 
valued member, always active in running and organising 


parties and outings for our Senior Citizens. A gifted writer 


and a truly wonderful Branch Secretary. He will be sadly 
missed by us all. RF , 


GWENDOLINE RUSSELL Clacton Ladies Branch has lost 
a very loyal and much loved member. Gwen took a keen 


interest in all that was happening in Toc H and worked 
hard in support of all the activities of the Branch to raise 
money for Toc H. She is greatly missed. MT 


JOAN SANDERS was a member of the former Richmond 
(Surrey) Women's Branch and, together with her late husband 
Dennis, a member of the Richmond Joint Branch from 1970. 
They arranged monthly entertainments for the residents of 
local sheltered flats for over 25 years. Joan is particularly 


remembered for her beautiful soprano singing voice. Pl 


EILEEN BANNERMAN Eileen joined Toc H in Argentina 
where she lived for many years. When she came to 
London in 1946 she attended a Branch and held most posts 


at sometime. She came to live in Alyth around 1970 and 
was a regular attender at Coupar Angus Branch until 


recently when ill health overtook her. MJ 


CLIFFORD MARSHALL of Wolverton Joint Branch was 
one of our hardest workers in the past few years. He will 
be missed by all. RC 


FAREWELLS 


Doris Goodall, member of Western Approaches and 
Chiltern Vale District. 


Alice Hobson, member of Shire Green Branch. 


as ‘David’ Holbrook, member of Melton and Charnwood 


District. 
¢ Ethel Perry, member of Crewkerne Branch. 
« Joan Sanders, member of Late Richmond Branch. 
¢ Doris Chapman, member of Spalding Branch. 
e Irene Collins, member of Leicester Branch. 
e ‘Dot’ Cridland, member of Cheltenham Branch. 
e Eric Page, member of Chalfonts Branch. 
e ‘Betty’ Pethurst, member of London District. | 
e Joyce Reynolds, member of West Herts District. 
e Stanley Saunders, member of Loughborough Branch. 
e Reginald Baggott, member of Anstey Branch. 
e Rudolph Burki, member of Wyre Forest Branch. 


。 Joyce Harper, member of Llandrindod Wells Branch. 


pa 


e TALBOT HOUSE NEEDS 


HONORARY WARDENS FOR 1998 


Honorary Wardens are still needed in 1998 for 
March, August and November. The main duties 
of Wardens at Talbot House are assisting the staff 
during the day (minding the souvenir shop, making 
tea for visitors...), being available after office hours 
(to answer phone enquiries, greet new arrivals ...) 
and generally making sure residents and visitors 
are happy. 

A daily expense allowance is payable, together with 
travel costs. Members who are interested in 
volunteering for one of the above periods, or who 
would like more information, please write, telephone 
or fax: 

Martine Boone, Admin/Liaison Officer 

Talbot House, Gasthuisstraat 43 

B - 8970 Poperinge, Belgium 

Tel: 00 32 57 33 32 28 

Fax: 00 32 57 33 21 83 


Volunteers will then be put in touch with an 
experienced warden in the UK who will be pleased 
to give practical help and advice. 


。 COFFEE MORNING/ 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 


10am Saturday 6th December 

Barkingside, Essex 
London District are holding a Coffee 
Morning/Christmas Bazaar to raise 
money for a children’s play area at 
Rickmansworth campsite. For further 
details - or to make a donation either 
of goods for the bazaar or money - 
please contact Mrs Jean Stoneham, 
71 Colwin Gardens, Hainault, Ilford, 
Essex IG6 2LQ Tel: 0181 270 5742 


NOTICES 


* HAVE YOU COMPLETED 
YOUR COMMUNICATIONS 
QUESTIONNAIRE? 


Do you remember the article in the September issue 
outlining the Communications Review currently being 
conducted? The Review Research Team has been 
working hard distributing questionnaires to both 
Members and external contacts. If you have not yet 
had a questionnaire and would like to complete one, 
please contact either Sarah, Chris, Tom, Bill or Paula 
(details in the September issue) - the deadline for 
their return is now the end of November. We would 
like to hear the views of as many people as possible, 
so please do contribute. 


Pat & Jack Turner moved house a short while ago 
and are concerned that some Toc H friends may 
still not know their new address. It is: 


5 Canons Close, Wootton 
Bedfordshire, MK43 9DP 
Their telephone number remains the same. 


WHATS ON 


a guide to forthcoming Toc H events and opportunities 


* FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 


26th - 29th November - 

7.30pm (Saturday matinee: 2.30pm) 

gala performance on 27th. 

Westminster Theatre, 

Palace Street, London. 
Lloyd’s Dramatic Operatic and Musical 
Society are presenting ‘Fiddler On The 
Roof’, in aid of Toc H and Prideaux House 
and donating 50p per seat sold. 
Tickets: £8 or £10 from the Box Office. 
Tel: 0181 599 3115. Prideaux House is 
available for overnight stays. 


ith the annual Worid Chain of Light 

ceremony approaching, Í thought 

readers would enjoy sharing this 
‘cut out and keep’ clock | came across in the 
November issue of the 1933 Toc H Journal. 
The clock is designed to explain to readers 
the shape of the ceremony as it was then 
performed. Time may have slightly altered the 


THE WORLD 
CHAIN OF 
LIGHT — 1933 
EXPLAINED 


Mercantile Marine 


Diat Á ABove 


SPwi 4523 


(4005) VMs. oe 


Pu 
Saiga 


and all Seafarers 


AND ATTACH HERE 
WITH A CENTRAL 


with a pin through the centre so lhal it revolves. 


Back in Time 


fs from the archives 


format of the cere: ony, but its fundamental 
meaning and purpose remain unaltered by 
simultaneously marking the birthday of the 
Movement and providing an opportunity for 
thought and prayer for Toc H around the 
World. This year the ceremony will be hosted 


by Toc H Australia, beginning as always on 
l ith December at 9pm. 


sc 


SUPPLEMENT TO TOC H JOURNAL, NOVEMBER, 1933, see pp. 372-4. 


A LITTLE 
CLOCK FOR 
MEMBERS 
OF TOC H 


South America 


(Argentine, Brazil) 


a 


4 


To MAKE THE ‘ CLOCK,’ cul oul Dial ‘A,’ place on the middle of the ‘ clock face’ and attach 


(Pasling the Dial and ‘clock face’ on 


cardboard or 3-ply wood makes a better job of it). 


To USE THE í Crock,’ (1) Set 9 p.m, Pointer on Dial A at he Old House ” on the “ clock 
face.’ This will show you what time it is all round the world when Lhe Lamp is lt at 
Popcringhe al 9 p.m. (2) Set 9 p.n. Pointer on Dial A at the part of the world where you 
yourself are. Reference lo The Old House on the clock face will then show the hour al 
which the watchers in The Upper Room, by their own lime, will be remembering you. 


